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“Here I am, I have come to do your will.” This is Jesus’ posture. God the Son is
committed to gladly and freely doing the Father’s will.

Unfortunately, I cannot say that I always am. Sometimes I do it begrudgingly,
especially when I am asked to love my enemy who happens to profess to being a
Christian but is finding creative ways to hate God, our neighbors, sometimes even
me. I find it hard to love bad actors who claim to follow Christ and who actively harm
others. But as G. K. Chesterton said, “The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and
also to love our enemies; probably because generally they are the same people.”

When it comes to loving, I am not off the hook. As I think about Advent, about God
coming, I remind myself that I very well could be the face and the grace of God to
another person. God could appear to another through me. So could the devil. Will
my life be a blessing to others, or a curse? Do people rejoice when I come around, or
do they do whatever they can to avoid encountering me?

I hope people meet Christ when they encounter me. And so, it is best that I go about
seeking to live my life as Christ would, even in the secret recesses of my soul and
when no one is around. Because whatever is inside me will come out eventually, for
good or for ill. So it is essential that I conscientiously do my level best, with the help
of God and others, to live a life of love and humility.
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As we do this, our lives will be a blessing instead of a curse. People will rejoice when
they run into us, even if they are unsure at first what it is about us that is different
from the norm. They will know that God has come.


