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In an effort to fight hunger, the Roman Catholic Church in Kenya is making 3,000
acres of church-owned land available for commercial farming.

“We want to produce food, create employment, and improve quality of life for the
people,” said Celestino Bundi, Kenya’s national director of the Pontifical Mission
Societies.

This is the first time the church has entered into large-scale farming. It owns
massive tracts of land across the country, most of which are idle and in the hands of
dioceses, parishes, missionaries, and congregations.

“We have the will and the support of the community and government,” Bundi said. “I
think time has come for Kenya to feed herself.”

For now, the church is creating farms that will grow maize and beans, as well as
raise chickens and dairy cattle, for the church and the commercial market. The food
produced by the church is expected to boost the national reserves and help reduce
the number of people who go hungry.

An estimated 1.6 million of Kenya’s 42 million people need food assistance, the
government said in a 2015 food security assessment report issued in February.

With such developments in Africa and the world, Pope Francis in 2014 called for
changing the paradigm of aid and development policies.

The pontiff said defeating world hunger would require more than aid and donations.
This vision is the basis of the Kenyan church initiative, Bundi said.

Some of the resources to be used for the project are from the Pontifical Mission
Societies’ U.S. chapter, which is providing a low-interest loan to the Kenyan church.

About 25 miles northwest of Nairobi, the Limuru Archdiocesan Farm, owned by the
Catholic Archdiocese of Nairobi, provides some lessons for the church’s new
initiative.
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Until 2002, over 400 acres of land lay unused in an area where local people are
poor, landless, and in great need of food.

Retired archbishop Ndingi Mwana’a Nzeki of Nairobi turned the land into a farm that
now feeds the community, provides employment, and supplies produce to
surrounding markets.

In 2011, the farm started running a for-profit organization, producing vegetables,
tea, milk, and animal feed.

“We employ 200 people, and the farm is able to pay them and sustain itself,” said
Martin Nderitu, the farm manager. “The secret was to take a risk to expand and be
persistent in production. We are making profits and expanding the farm.”

Nderitu said making more land available for farming is one of the best decisions by
the Kenyan Catholic Church. “It will pay dividends,” he said. “But they must employ
professionals to manage the farms.”

Bundi noted that he foresees some challenges. These include managing the project,
paying back the loan, and changing congregations’ mind-set about the benefits of
the project, which are for profit. —Religion News Service
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